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Nilakanthi Nirupama

Edited by Nabin Baruah & Nikumani Hussain
Published by Purbanchal Prakash, 2018
Price: 400/-

In the arena of today’s Assamese literature, the name of Nirupama Borgohain needs no
introduction at all. She is definitely the most esteemed and loved writer for each one of Assam.
And she is one of the few Assamese writers who can be described as outstanding. A lady with a
steadfast cause, most of her writings beautifully reflect the status and the silent sufferings of
women through the ages. Her consistent endeavour to document the sufferings of women as well
as the injustice inflicted upon them is honoured by all. She is in fact a pioneer in this aspect and
it is for this distinction that Nirupama Borgohain continues to be the most popular and prolific
writer among the contemporary women writers of Assam.

“Writing is my habit; it is both second nature and inner compulsion. At present, I cannot
waste a single day without writing,” she told me once. Born in 1932, Nirupama Borgohain
started writing, when she was a student of Panbazar girls’high school in Guwahati in 1944.
During that time, she with her friends brought out a handwritten magazine called Salita, where



she wrote for the first time a poem called ‘Jonbai’ and a short story called Janani. Since then she
has made it a habit to stick to her pen consistently.

Nirupama Borgohain did her master’s in English in 1954 from Calcutta University and
subsequently another master’s in Assamese from Gauhati University. While she worked as a
journalist for several years — beginning as a sub-editor of Nilachal, an Assamese weekly in 1968,
she subsequently became the editor of three magazines, one after another: Saptahik Janajivan,
Saptahik Sanchipat and Pashekia Chitrangada. In 1980, she quit her job to become a fulltime
writer and columnist.

She received the Sahitya Akademi award in 1994 for her Abhijatri, a biographical novel
based on the life of Chandraprabha Saikiani, a firebrand revolutionary and social activist of early
20" century Assam. Her Agragamini, another biographical novel, is based on the life of Indira
Miri, another eminent Assamese lady who pioneered education in the remote hills of the
erstwhile North-East Frontier Agency, now Arunachal Pradesh. And for her novel Anya Jivan,
she was conferred the Saswati Award in 1987 from a women’s organisation in Bengaluru and the
Basanti Devi Bordoloi Award from the Asam Sahitya Sabha in 1989-90 and many others and the
last being the Laadli Media for Gender Sensitivity lifetime Acheivement Award for 2015-16.

Author of 31 published novels, 12 collections of short stories, four travelogues, four
collections of essays, three books for children, two biographies and five translations, apart from
an autobiography, Nirupama Borgohain is always hailed as a writer, whose novels show women
protagonist and her themes also primarily focus on women and their problems. That exactly is
why some people often call her a feminist. But at the core of her heart, she is a humanist. She as
a writer wants to throw light on social prejudices, political injustice and gender disparities
through her writings. In several of her novels, like Anya Jivan and Ei Nadi Nirabadhi, her stories
revolve around rivers and the lives of village folks. For her river is a metaphor for life.
Separated from her husband, her pen has been providing enough strength and inspiration to
overcome all her troubles.

To eulogise her life and works, Purbanchal Prakash has very recently come out with a
collection of articles by distinguished writers on her life and works and which successfully
portrays her life as well as her works. Containing essays by a group of eminent writers, most of
the essays either focus on Nirupama Borgohain as a writer, journalist, novelist, short story writer,
as social activist or on her humble personality. Dr Nagen Saikia hails Nirupama Borgohain as a
forceful voice of justice and humanism. Dr Anima Guha, an eminent writer and bosom friend of
Nirupama Borgohain narrates many interesting stories of their prolonged friendship and she
admits the genuine impact of all Borgohain’s river-centric novels on her. Edited by Nabin
Baruah and Nikumani Hussain, the book contains essays on various aspects of her life and works
written by Dr Hiren Gohain, Dr Sibanath Barman, Dr Ananda Barmudoi, Dr Dayananda Pathak,
Dr Malini, Anuradha Sarma Pujari, Utpal Datta, Suparna Lahiri Baruah, Dr Jyotiprakash
Tamuli, Dr Mamani Gogoi Borgohain, Junu Bora,Dr Pari Hiloidhari, Dr Prapti Thakur and
several others.

The book also incorporates essays of her near and dear ones including her sons Anindya
Borgohain and Dr Pradipta Borgohain. Both of them reaffirm that their mother is a symbol of
sacrifice as well as steadfastness. Many an essay, though attempts to focus on her personality as



a feminist, yet the overall message of the collection is that Nirupama Borgohain is out and out a
humanist. That exactly is why, writer Phanindra Dev Choudhury finds an appropriate phrase to
call her Nilakanthi Nirupama, as she has to come across the toughest periods of abject poverty,
desperate time, pain of losing love and faith, unsuccessful married life, failing to get a job in
spite of her higher education and qualifications. But Nirupama Borgohain has a determined and
unfailing zeal to stick to her pen over the years of her ups and downs and that certainly will not
stop easily (ends).
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Legend has bestowed our past with rare charm. It is because of its innate glamour, is
always welcome with boyish zeal even by the most practical man in the field of history and
archaeology, observed pradip Sarmah in BASM No. VIl 1986. ‘Legend can be said as the
father of modern archaeology. Long prevailing legends are seen to have playes an important
role. In the discovery of som famous site of the world, following existing legends of Homer’s
Trojan War, the German born explorer Henrick Schieman (AD 1822-1891) undertook
excavation in the base of the Trojan Hill of Asia Minor, exposing in the process not only
what was Hellenic but also two earlier phrases of civilization of pre classical and new stone
age. The tale of Atlantis is one of the oldest legends of the world and sction of marine a
archaeologists of the day busy in unearthing with varying degrees of success, Frontier Culture,
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The book is a harrowing tale of four migrant workers from Ukhrul, Manipur. Atim wants to
beuild a house for her family. Yaokhalek wants to be a musician. Livingstone wants to open a restaurant
and Mayori just wants a society where she is accepted. Each of them have different aspirations but
some how they get entangled in the cruel web of the service industry.

The writer has been actively involved with the Northeasterners in her career as a lawyer and has
an insight into their world which goes beyond just writing a book. She writes gabout the Tangkhul
Nagas in particular because of her personal connection with her subjects. In chosing 2 male and 2
female characters, the author shows us the disparity in the experiences of eAch gender On the one
hand , women get a sense of independence by earning moneyand being free to do what they please,
something which would not be possible back home due to a persistent history of patriarchy.On the
other hand, men feel that their masculinity gets ruptured as they are unable to play the social role of
provider and protector.



The language barrier was a challenging factor for the author. She mentions that there is no word
for migrant worker in Tangkhul. Her communication was made difficult. The Tangkhul language is also
limited like the word ’shim’ means both a small house as well as a big building .The women were unable
to express themselves while talking about harassment at work because they have no word in their
vocabulary. Instead, they just referred to it as ‘ getting pressure ‘. This gives a glimpse of the type of
society there.

The author makes a stark between the green hills and clean air of Ukhrul and the sky high
buildins and pollution of Delhi. She presents us with the realities of the service industry. The pay s low,
no breaks in between 12 hr shifts and no transport for late night shifts, sexual harassment and racial
discrimination. Althogh there are pl;aces which are better off, they are rare. As a result, workers keep
jumping from one job to another but more often than not, it is one and the same.

One cannot help mentioning that the chapters of the book are named after Naga poems or
songs. This is the author’s tribute to the indomitable spirit of the state and its people.. It is these little
things that the state like Manipur, rich in cultural diversity finds its unity. The author calls the four
characters ‘ survivors’ and their stories are a testimony to the strength of humanity in the face of
diversity.

MONSOON FEELINGS A HISTORY OF EMOTIONS IN THE RAIN
Werierseditors - Imke Rajamoni, Margrit Pernau and Katherine Schfield
Publisher - Niyogi Books

Price - Rs 1800.00

Reviewer - Swapanil Barua.

Rains mean so much to everybody. For the parched earth of the scorching summer, the coming
of the first rains is a love affair revived, of a long lost lover coming back to soothe the body and the
mind. For the farmer, it is the end of all worries for the year, for he can now begin the annial ritual of
sowing and reaping , to feed himself and his near and dear ones.

In India the rains mean so much more as it is the land of the monsoons, a word that triggers so
many expressions . So much has been written about the rains in India that it forms an unending chain of
creative expressions ...it lingers on. The past is not lost to the present . All these expressions have been
eternalized by many a poet and painter, the study of which make an interesting read and in this book it
is evident. The first two writers are researchers in Max Plank Institute and Katherine is a a lecturr in
Kings College, London.

The collection covers 12 articles by various authors ranging from emotion attached to rains in
India from the Sanskrit classics to the rain dance of Bollywood The first article begins with the
proverbial Meghadootam by Kalidas and discusses the depiction of monsoon rains in ancient art.



Historically Indian have related monsoons with pining lovers and reunions, amorous couples, the scent
of wet earth, fragrance of blooming flowers, ripe mango groves, birds and animals at play and the song
of the koel. All of these drive the Indians to danceand sing in the form of charities and kajries as well as
their regional variations. The monsoon breeds a culture of its own in India. It has been discussed in
dtails, to open up the tremendous influence of the season in the Indian mind. Detailed discussions on
monsoons in Indo- Persian poery, Krishna in the rainsin 18th century writing, the imagery of clouds,
cuckoos and lovers in Hindi Urdu writing.

Monsoon music in Hindustani classical music is a revealing discussion. So many ragas have been
dedicated to the season that it makes the season of revelry, fun and frolic. The feelings have been
carried out to the Bollywood music as well.

AT-11.09.2018

IF A RIVER AND OTHER STORIES
Writer - Kula Saikia

Ratna Books, Delhi

Rs 299.00

Reviewer - Subhajit Bhadra

It seldom happens in the context of regional Indian literature that a book of fiction is translated
so well that it gives te flavor of the original.

It is a collection of translation works of the writer. The translators are- Rupanjali Baruah,
Parbina Rashid, Rhinusmita Kakaty Lahkar, Stuti Goswami, Meenaxi Borkotoky and Neeta Sharma.

The xccollection exhibits the mastery of the writer in producing one single vivid effect, a
complex narrative structure, portrayal of the life of the mind, urban theme, psychological exploration of
characters, a tendency to highlight buried human emoptions, depiction of sensitivity and compassion
and a quest to explore the philosophical dimensions of human existence.

A few children are observed by sophisticated urban narrators as they are to create a river in
the context of a desert by taking recouse to sand and the climax of the story is reached when the dsign
of the river crumbles down in the wake of a sand storm. The urban narrator is both delighted and
disappointed to see the subsequent success of the players of the game of the river. The story reveals the
eternal desire of the humgan beings to attain the unattainable and to run after mirages but it is
prevented from being a satire as it focuses on the efforts of children.

The Bridge is a poignant tale of love and loss, fulfillment and sadness, wait and anticipation, the
gap of generations. But it strikes the inner cords of the human heart as saikia succeeds in making the
story free from pretention or artificiality.



The Station is a deft and realistic account of the monotony of daily existence, a tendency to
escape from the mundane bitter world, the absurdities of a boring life, a pull towards duty and lethargy
to fu7Ifil the obligations of a small service life, the rise of love in the mind of the protagonist and the
ultimate4 futility of the so called love.

The other stories also reveal the typical Saikia art and he weaves the fabric of the stories
beautifully. The stories have universal appeal and evoke a unique charm as they are grounded in the
particular socio cultural context.

PAANCHAR PITHIT XUINYA

Writer - Harekrishna Deka

Papyrus

Rs 650.00

Reviewer- Bibekananda Choudhury

It is a collection of 50 short stories hand picked by the author himself. The most unusual aspect
of the book is a 40 page prologue by noted critique Manoj Borpujari with detailed analysis on the works
of t5he author. If you read it before you read the stories, then it will help you delve deep into the
content.If you read it after you have read the stories, then it would provide a renewed tour of the land
traversed. And, | must say that his piece has set a new standard for all those people treading in the field.
Borpujari has used a hoard of literary terminologies that can evoke the envy of any person involved in
literary pursuit.

Arranged in three segments, may be to represent three different levels of thought process, it
contains a motley combination- scicence fiction, crime thriller, detective etc. Every storey here carries its
own weight, merit and specific uniqueness.. The content, the structure is never repeated- definitely
making you ponder over the characters and the situations take you to a different mental level.. As for
example, as a topic of debate, he raises the importance and significance of zero zero does not take any
responsibility to sit before but placed before another number, it bcomes indispensable and also enjoys
the power of the number preceding it. Similarly he depicts the hanger-onsv who do not have any specific
existence or importance all by themselves, but as they cling on to people in power, they start wielding
powerv , sometimes even surpassing the original characters.

The book is dedicated to Nilamani Phukan as the author fondl;y remembers his journeywith
stories way back in 1975, in Sangya, under Phukan’s editorship, while the author was about to hang up
his boots. It is quite unusual for any editor to dedicate two editorials against a single story- Bandiyar,
which speaks of the impact of the content and layout of thestory on late Chandra Prasad Saikia, as well
as on his contemporaries. It speaks of the bond emerging between an aged captive and his young
captor as they move continuously, evading the security dragnet.



AT-25.9.2018

KAZIRANGAAR KAAHINEE

Pulin Kalita

Jagaran Sahitya Prakashan, Panbazar
Rs 99.00

Kaziranga is much more to it than only being called a Rhino land. Its other varied and fascinating
aspects have found its place in this book.. The writer has interspersed the narrative with his personal
experiences in the wildlife and forests including a few close encounters.

The book begins with a history of Kaziranga and its conservation status since the days of the
British. It is a National Park, a Tiger Reserve, An Elephant reserve and a world heritage site — all rolled
into one.. Its varied landscape comprising of grass land, wet land and wood land have infused and
proliferated its wildlife. The writer asserts that many a problem remain. The annual floods cause
immeasurable disturbance and temporary displacement of its wildlife. But to the writer the biggest thrat
that is coming to this unique land is the growing business and industrial activities in the near by areas,
besides a spurt in tourism activity almost at the heart of the national park. The government has to act to
prevent worsening of the situation. The writer feels that the local communities living in the fringe have
not been included in the conservation process as important stakeholders. The language of the book is
simple, the style is lucid and some good photographs add to the appeal of the book.

KRISHNADHARA
Leenaa Sarma
Power Shift

Rs 299.00

The co-mingling of fact and fiction is Leenaa Sarma’s forte and this book takes it forward. It is
based in the Andaman islands where freedom fighters, condemned criminals and revolutionaries have
taken centre stage. The writer has carefully liberated Assamese fiction from preovincialism like Mamani
Roisom Goswami.

The book is different in the sense that it is not merely a record of life in a particular place but
also a life lived through the passage of time. Many historical characters appear and disappear in the
writer’s imaginative hue. It is not merely a point of view of the cellular jail but also through love,
boredom and death. The sense of claustrophobia is sought to be compensated by the emotional warmth
of the captives. We also come across a hardened criminal who kills without a second thought.. Both pre
independent and post independent India is captured but the focus is the microcosm. The clash of two
civilizations- Indian and the British is also drawn as a narrative focus. Different people of different



backgrounds play a larger game of life. The writer uses a non conventional narrative but meticulously
travels through time to achieve authenticity.

JANA ARANYA

Sankar

Translated into Assamese by Chandraprabha Bhattacharyya
Bedakantha Prakashan

A retired school teacher, the translator is in her eighties. This is probably the most celebrated
work by the famous writer( the real name is Mani Sankar Banerjee) The book is about an unemployed
educated youth who runs from pillar to post in search of a job but enters the cut throat world of
business as a middle man and stamps out his own ideals. Sankar himself released the book at Jorhat.



