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Paromanowik Samay

Writer - Anjana Sharma

Publisher - Power shifts, Faculty Books
Reviewer - Dr Trailokya Deka

Price - Rs 599.00



With an overwhelming size (924 pages), Anjan Sharma's 'Paromanowik Samay' is one of the
most valuable publications in recent times. The book encompasses almost all the aspects that are
related to the world nuclear scenario, especially the possible impact a nuclear war can make on any part
of the world. With a new phase of the so-called Cold War getting revived with the maverick President of
the United States of America and Vladimir Putin of Russia flexing muscles, the world is on tenterhooks as
far as a nuclear war is concerned.

At 05:29:45 hours, July 16, 1945, in the Jornada del Muerto desert in New Mexico, USA, an
extremely brilliant flash of light destroyed the darkness in the sky, creating a mushroom-shaped fireball
which made the steel bars nearby turn into thin air and transformed the desert sand into mica.
Witnessing that indescribable moment in history, the first ever nuclear weapon detonation, codenamed
Trinity, ) Robert Oppenheimer spontaneously recited that famous 'sloka' from the 'Gita' - "Now |
become death, the destroyer of worlds..." At that very moment started the nuclear era, an era where
nations would vie for a slice of nuclear power, where having a nuclear bomb would mean Supreme
command, where nations would remain perennial threats to each other.

The book, despite its voluminous size, is surprisingly easy to go through, as the author has
divided the topics into smaller chapters, making the reading crisp and to the point. Most of the things
one would want to know in the field of nuclear power have been included in the book. There are 88
chapters and 205 sub-chapters. The author has begun from the then emerging scientific concept of
generating power from nuclear fusion. In doing so, he has covered every bit of information available
from across the world- books, journals, published writings, anecdotes, research papers, news papers
and what not. What was painstaking for him was the fact that when he started working on this project,
he stumbled upon the lack of information on the subject, opposite to today's world of the internet
where one find out anything and everything at the touch of a finger. That the author had to go into in-
depth research to bring out this huge volume of work is undeniable. From Humphrey Hawksley, Simon
Holberton, John Malik, Samuel Glasstone, Patrick O'Heffernan, Narayan Sanyal, Gordon Thomas, Max
Morgan-Witts to our own Siba Prasad Changkakoti, Pradip Saikia and Dr Dhrubjyoti Bora, to name only a
few- author Anjan Sharma has done a stupendous job in collecting diverse information and then
converging them in a systematic way for the readers. The unimaginable destruction a nuclear bomb
would be able to cause to the entire mankind is the gist of the book. The common readers as well as
students and researchers of the subject will find 'Paromanowik Samay' a handy and ready reference
point.

Anabritayon

Writer - Sneha Devi

Editor - Rekha Baruah
Publisher - Sabda, Jorhat
Reviewer - Manish Goswami
Price - Rs 150.00

Most of the stories in the collection were written during the Sixties of the last century. The
stories were published in leading Assamese weeklies and periodicals like the Assam Bani, Nilachal,
Ramdhenu etc. With the passage of time, the short stories written by the eminent Sahitya Academi
award-winning writer of yesteryears, Late Sneha Devi, were on the verge of being lost forever. However,
by meticulously tracking both the published and unpublished stories, late Rekha Baruah - a niece of
Sneha Devi, has compiled and published them in the form of a book 'Anabritayon’.



Through the stories in the collection were written almost 50 years ago, they are still very
relevant. Sneha Devi, in her stories, brought out the pathos of those who were struggling economically,
and the angst of those who were desperately trying to make their dreams come true. The dividing line
between fact and fiction in these stories, at times, seems to get blurred.

The story 'Luk-Dhuk’ gives an insight into the travails of Charan, who is struggling to make both
ends meet. He has a small shop on the banks o a river. He patiently waits for customers who embark
and disembark from boats. The shop hardly has any stock; even the few handkerchiefs that he hangs
outside to attract customers have all faded. With desperation, he keeps looking for customers.

At 09/10/2018

Inside the Investments of Warren Buffett: Twenty Cases
Writer - Yefei Lu,

Publisher - Harper Business

Reviewer - Champak Sarmah

Price - Rs 599.00

How can one relate research and studies to business? The direct answer to this question is
Warren Buffett, formerly the wealthiest and currently the third wealthiest person in the world and the
chairman of Brkshire Hathaway. Considered one of the best investors in the world, Buffet’s chronicle of
investment is a lively example of the relations between research and usiness.This is what can be learned
while going through Yefe Lu’s recent book-Inside the Invenstments of Warren Buffett: Twenty Cases. Lu
is a Portfolio Manager at the Frankfurt-based Shareholder Value Management AG. In this book Lu traces
the mogul’s legacy of successful investments since 1957, viewing them with ample statistics.

In the book, Lu draws a oicture of Buffett which shows how farsighted he is. Like all
businessmen, he never let the opportunities go. His “Partnership Year” (1957-1968) started with
investment in the San-born Map Company, a leader in fire insurance mapping in the United States.
Buffett led company to an undisputed top position in the insurance mapping sector for several years. In
the Dempster Mill Manufacturing Company, too, Buffett transformed a reputed and worthy, but dying
enterprise into a constant profit-making entity with the help of a hardworking manager, Hurry Bottle.
Buffett’s third rewarding investment was in the Texas National Petroleum Company. According to Lu,
Buffett researched extensively prior to investing in this company and his homework helped drive it into
the future. Buffett also invested in American Express, the company that pioneered the use of the plastic
money. At the time of his investment the company was involved in a scandal with another business
entity and the news was a hot topic of discussion in the country.But it failed to demean the ever-
growing use of plastic money in the US. Keeping aside all the controversies, Buffet invested in it and
helped tremendously | expanding its busness in some other relevant sectors like banking, warehousing,
etc. In 1965, Buffett invested in Berkshire Hathaway and he currently holds the position of its Chairman
at 87 years of age.



In the second part of the book, Lu describes the tycoon’s investments in nine entities, among
which, The Washington Post and Coca-Cola are household names. Later, during the period between
1990 -2014, Buffett invested in six entitees, including IBM.

To become the world’s richest man, one must possess some sterling qualities.In this book, Lu
tries to throw light on those qualities of Buffett which will encourage any new entrant into this arena.

Mahabharatayan

Chief Editor - Kanak Ch Sharma,

Publisher - Sarat Chandra Sharma Prachyatattwa Adhyayan Kendra,
Reviewer - Joykanta Sarma

Price - Rs 250.00

The Indian epic Mahabharata, popular not only in the country, but also aboard, is definitely a
great storehouse of history, too. The epic, assumed to have originated around fourth century BC to
fourth century AD is unique because of its message of unity; it has embraced all parts of the land
‘Bharatbarsha’, including the North-East called Pragjyotish.

It is under this backdrop that the national seminar on the Mahabharata, organised recently in
Guwahati, jointly by the Sarat Chandra Sharma Prachatattwa Adhyaya Kendra and the Assam State
Museam Directorate had been a pace-setter for further study of the trans-Indian culture and history
based on the epic.The sourveneir-Mahabharatayan, published on the occasion, replete with
deliberations by galaxy of distinguished scholars, has explored many unknown facts that will be
rewarding for researchers and commoners at large. As its chief editor Kanak Chandra Sarma points
out,despite Assam’s inheritance of the Mahabharata tradition from the medieval period through
Assamese texts, episodes, drama, music, painting and folk culture, these aspects have not receive
adequate space in research studies.

A renowned scholar late Ajoy Mitra Sastri, in his essay- ‘Pragjyotish in the Mahabharata’, AK Das
in ‘Mahabharata: a CulturL Ramification in North- East India’, Dr Bhabendra Kalita in ‘The Assamese
Mahabharata of Medieval Assam’, Dr Ritamoni Bhishya in ‘Mahabharata Aur Purbottar Bharat Ka
Antarsombandha’, Puja Barua in ‘Mahabharata Me Pragjyotishpur Ka Bira Ka Abadan’, etc., have dwelt
at length on how the epic has shown Pragjyotish or its king Bhagadatta’s relationship with the
mainstream. In fact, late archaeologist Sonaram Choudhury’s essay collected by the chief editor from
the old pages of the now defunct Abahan Magazine is a history in itself. In his exhaustive essay, National
Museum’s former professor AK Das has opened a new vista for study, while he say that the
efflorescence of the epic tradition in the form of a socio-cultural movement enriching literature, arts,
crafts, dance performance, singing and other aesthetic facu lties of Assamese people could be witnessed
in the post-medieval period in the backdrop of the new Vaishnavite Movement. Yes, the whole of the
Mahabhavarata is basically represented by Sri Krishna in Assam as the incarnation of veshnu. This theory
is the dominating force in the Neo-Vaishnavite paintings and in performing artr like Bhaona.



At. 16/10/2018

Ankush

Writer - Juri Bora Borgohain,
Publisher - Banalata
Reviewer - Subhajit Bhadra
Price - Rs 300.00

In recent years, there has been a growing tendency in Assamse fiction to give importance to
research-based works. Juri Borah Borgohai is also not an exception, as she has mastered the craft of
research-based fiction which can be seen in her novels like Nangfa, Lidolam and Bhok. Her most
recently published novel is Ankush’, in which she has chosen the realm of the tea-tribes of Upper Assam
to illiuminate the lives of the so-called subalterns. Historical fiction by Assamese women writers came
into vogue probably with Rita Choudhory in her Deo Langkhui, but it would be more appropriate to term
it as a historical romance. Rita Choudhury’s ‘Makam’, Anuradha Sarma Pujari’s ‘Mereng’, Chandana
Goswami'’s ‘Patkair Hipare Mur Desh’ and Dilip Borah’s ‘Hodhoapuror Hunor Mekuri’ are important
additions to this genre.

Juri’s novel- Ankush, highlights a hitherto unexplored area as she digs the root of a particular
community like the Irish poet Seamus Heaney. The phrase, hitherto unexplored, deserves special
because others before Juri have written novels centering on tea-tribes, but in the book under review,
Juri has written probably the first naturalistic fiction concerning the lives of the oppressed lot. For each
of her fiction, Juri works hard and this is see in Ankush also, and it must be mentioned that the judicious
choice, along with meticulous research, have elevated the novel to different level. Through the lives of a
few individuals and families spread over different tea belts of Assam. Juri has brought alive some flesh
and blood characters. In fact, it may be considered as a mini-novel concentrated over a particular area.
The theme of oppression, exploitation, inhuman torture, the cruelty of White owners and managers,
their tyranny, the simple and pathetic lives of the tea-labourers, their basic needs and anguish, the
humdrum and monotonus lives of the works of the tea gardens, the animal like existence of these
people, the emerging revolution from the margins, their love and disappointments and the
stubbornness to cling to life, in spite of all odds-all these find manifestiation in this powerful novel.

Regarding the structure and narrative and narrative technique also, Juri has done an experiment
as she has divided it into segments and used the flasheback method. ‘Ankush’ is a mature novel from a
talented writer who is in full control of her fictional craft.

Samboli! Beware!

Writer - Lakshman

Translation - Susheela Punitha
Reviwer - Bhaskar Phukan
Price - Rs 295.00



The book Samboli! (Beware!) is an autobiography of Lakshman, a Dalit weiter from the Madiga
community of Karnataka, who narrates his life in relation to the society dominated by upper castes like
Vakkaligas and life’s traumas and moments of joy and excitement, as also adventurous escapades on
few occasions.

He starts his autobiographical detour with the story of a house his family lived in — the house
that had no walls. He writes about how he went out begging on some occasions and losing his
hardearned government job because of his love for Kamala, a girl who belonged to the high Vokkalige
caste. It was his offence to have loved the girl and the father of the girl thought it to be proper to teach
him the lesson he deserved. He used his influence in getting him thrown out of the job. Lakshman
narrates his moments of happiness, too, and that narrative is found when he mentions the village fairs
where people forgot their castes and positions in society in an open ambience and with an open mind.

The Kannada word Samboli means ‘be careful’. The expression was used to make people aware
of the presence of an untouchable, Accoding to the author Lakshman, Manu, the lawgiver, decreed that
people belonging to any of the untouchable castes of the country had to hold a pole with jingle bells tied
to one end and pound it on the ground at every stop to a make a sound — jal jal. They had to call out
Samboli! Samboli! They had to walk only on the conservancy lanes and not on the main streets and only
around noon when their shadow was tucked under their feet and would not pollute people of the upper
castes by falling on them.

The book has to be read with a sense of awareness about the psychology of fear and feeling of
alienation and deprivation in the mind of the writer because this book is all about the life and times of a
child born into a Dalit family with its distinct lifestyle unique only to a class that is discriminated and
always bettled and wronged.

Discrimination for one born into a family of the lower castes starts from childhood itself.
Lakshman writes about two types of canes used by primary school teachers to punsh students at school.
For the higher caste students, tt was a short thin cane, and for the lower castes, it was a thick and long
one.

The author Lakshman (1951-2017), who joind the Karnataka Dalit Sangharsha Samity and later
became a leader of the dalits, was a prolific writer. He wrote poems, stories and novels in Kannada and
received awards like Rashtrakavi Kuvempu Award (2003), the Dr Ambedkar Fellowship National Award
(2006) and the Karnataka Keerthi Kalasa State Award (2007).

The translation from time takes away original flavor and ethos intended by the Author.

At. 23/10/2018

31 Miles

Writer - Vinita Bakshi

Publisher - Rupa Publications India
Reviewer - Saikh Md Sabah Al-Ahmed
Price - Rs 295.00



Is the social institution of marriage as sacrosanct as society considers it to be today? What are
the parameters that set apart the binaries of legitimate social relationships among ‘Homo sapiens’ on
one hand and ‘copulating bovines’ on the other?

A recently launched novel that challenges these so-called ‘sacrosant stereotypes’ and sets itself
apart is ‘31 Miles’ by Vinita Bakshi, an award-winning sociologist, social entrepreneur and an alumnus of
the Delhi School of Economics. What sets ‘31 Miles’ apart is not its bold theme of extra-marital
relationships within the ambit of traditional India households, but more so for the fact that it tries to
explore the metaphysical ramifications of such relationships, the inners ‘push and pull’ of the human
mind and the spiritual muances of ‘Kaal Chakra’ of life and death, of one’s emancipation from a previous
life, ‘Nishkam’ (unattached) ‘Krma’ etc.

The three central characters- Mansa, her doting husband- Abhijit and Mansa’s online ‘love
interest’- Ranjan, each play the role of an indispensible pillar holding aloft the roof of human
relationships- safe and secure. Ranjan is the most interesting character of the book. He never makes a
direct entry in to the book, and yet the book pirouettes around him. As mansa suddenly bumps into
Ranjan, in spite of her being happily married with two daughters, it reflects less of her entrapment and
more of emancipation.

Apart from the gripping plot and sub-plots, the most heartending and refreshing aspect of the
book is the author’s brilliant use of English, Hindi and Urdu poetry to build the character through
dialogue. And soul-stirring quotes of Rumi, Pablo Neruda, et al reverberates within you, and you feel like
reciting them again and again.

The second part of the story catapults the plot into a karmic thriller. It is hard to tell if it’s a
murder or suicide. What turn will Mansa’s life take with an oline lover? Mansa’s life could be best
summed up with quote of Maquita Donyel Irvin, a storyteller, currently based in Washington DC, who in
her book ‘Stories of a Polished Pistil: Lace and Ruffles’ wrote : ‘She was completely whole, and yet never
fully complete’.

Neel Sagoror Seuji Saa

Writer - Antareep Bhagawati
Publisher - Aalibat Prakashan
Reviewer - Bibekananda Choudhury
Price - Rs 155.00

‘Neel Sagoror Seuji Saa’ is the maiden title by a marine engineer- Antareep Bhagawati, who has
to travel across the globe, manning huge merchant vessels. In such jobs, one gets practically
incarcerated in the confines of the vessel for months on. It is also, perhaps, the only such work by an
Assamese.

It is a sort of travelogue interwoven by artistically presented personal experiences; you can say
even an autobiography. Nonetheless, it also speaks of a hitherto untreaded territory. This book also
takes care to explain to the reader the gradual growth of the author- coming from a simple background
and plunging into one of the most adventurous (in a way, dangerous) jobs in the world.



Antareep Bhagawati has the capacity to practically take the reader along in his mesmerizing
journey. The reader would experience the feelings of manning the bridge looking out for pirate ships,
filling the underbelly of the ship with seawater for better balance in the face of a raging storm in the
open sea, enter the searingly hot engine room, filing the fuel tank of a mammoth commercial ship,
playing cricket on the deck, celebrating the customary rituals as the ship crosses over the International
Date Line, and so many other unique experiences.

The experiences recorded here are not to be found in mundane everyday lives. At a certain
point, one also gets a peep into the mind and psychological set up of a 14 year old budding litterateur,
when you get to read a story embedded in the story.

Amidst all the fascinating aspects of a life at sea, we also get to know more about the goodness
of the central character, when he doles out a major chunk of his monthly salary to one of the deck boys,
to help his mother who was duped.

For a state lying far away from the sea, where the majority of the people hardly get a chance to
experience the mysteries lying in there, where the ferries taking us across the Brahmaputra are the
largest vessels one can see, the descriptions of merchant vessels, their intricate procedure and the
unusual protocols really make a lot of difference. In all practicality, it would also egg on many youngsters
and educate their mentors towards such adventurous, challenging and highly-paid jobs.

At. 30/10/2018

Sivasagar: A Glimpse

Editor - Pranjal Protim Borah & Romen Kalita,
Publisher - Assam College Teaches’ Association,
Reviewer - Prasanta Borthakur

Price - Rs 400.00

If a reader wants to take a trip to the world of art and culture, history, language, literature,
economic and business prospects, along with the beauty and tourist potential of the district of
Sivasagar, this book will definitely be one of the best sources.

The book which is divided in two sections, begins with ‘The Golden Silk of Sivasagar’, written by
Dr Rajashree phukon, and ‘Economic Development: A Case Study’, written by Dr Krishna jyoti Handique,
which highlights the necessity of good infrastrural facilities for rapid development of the district.

Another noteworthy article has been penned by Minoti Gogoi on the prospects and problems of
the handloom industry in Sivasagar, where she depicts the tremendous potentialities of the weaving
sector, along with the problems that hinder its growth and development.

Pranjal Protim Borah, the editor of the book, who is also a known poet-writer of Assam, has
precisely portrayed the literary contributions of the esteemed presidents of the Assam Sahitya Sabha,
who hailed from Sivasagar. Simanta Borah, Purabi Dutta, Gitimalika Gogoi, Sankar Biswas, and Romen
Kalita have also adorned the anthology with their own themes and manner of writing.

The Assamese section, which also features a number of writers and educationists, gives a special
perspective to the compilation with the seriousness of its themes. Dr Sarat Kr Phukon, a respect writer



of Assamese literature, in his essay, gives an exquisite account of some important tourist sites of the
district. In his Sivasagarot Porjyotonor Udyog, Dr Sabyashashi Mahanta, a known columnist, suggests
some important measures for the extension and development of tourism in the distirict. Dr Jugol
Kharghoria has written extensively on the contribution of the progressive litterateurs of the district in
the evolution and development of literature. Meanwhile, Dr Mamoni Borah Kharghoria, in her
Rangpuror Bhasa, has written on the language prevailing at Rangpur during the Ahom Dyansty. The
writing of Dr Pranjit Borah provides a bird’s eye view on the association of the events and personalities
of Sivasagar towards the uplift-ment of Assamse films.

Many facets of Sivosagar are on full display in these eclectic collections. Different facts, styles
and tastes from a broad and diverse range of sources would surely the reader’s attention till the end.
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Persistent under-development and pragmatic interdepence of the NE states persuaded Prof Atul
Sarma, a prominent Developmemt Economist of India, to write 16 articles in this book . The articles were
prepared over a span of almost one-and-a-half decade (2003-17) and based on appropriate data. The
ground realities he explored about the hill economies of NE states inspired Prof Sarma to write the
book. Besides his other government responsibilities, Prof Sarma served as the Planning Board member
in different NE states, as member of Economic advisorry Council to the Chief Minister of Assam, Vice-
chancellor of Rajiv Gandhi (then Arunachal) University and member of the 13" Finance Commission of
India and thus, obtained unque opportunities to study the peculiar problems, bright prospects, and
policy aspects of the region. The book is the assimilation of all.

With historical and basic socio-economic explanations, Prof Sarma has meticulously highlighted
the State-wise trade and busness opportunitiones of all the Notheasten states (excluding Sikkim) in the
book. Explaining trade and business constraints in the Northeastern states, Prof Sarma has explained
two paradigms that have dominated the Government of India’s NE India policy.First, overstress on
security/strategic considerations, rather than on development efforts, and secondly ,minimum
intervention in the tradional systems/with the functioning of the market system in NE India.

If we go throuth all the chapters, it becomes clear that this book is very useful for college and
university- level study, particularly in Economics and Development Studies. The book contains the
history of the development scenario of NE India,the basic socio- economic characteristics of the NE
region, the development of tea and oil induatries in Assam, the scope of entrepreneurship development
in the NE, small-scale industries, etc.,which are the basic course contents of post-graduate and
graduate-level study.



