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story of the first woman in Assam to be awarded a Visharad degree in classical
music from the Lucknow music college. Hers is also a story of breaking barriers. The
1940s, when she left for Lucknow, was a tumultuous period in india’s political
struggle. Women throughout the country had joined the freedom struggle in large
numbers for they believed their fight was not only against their colonial masters but
also against patriarchy. As women realized the various discriminations imposed on
them as a result of gendered roles, they adopted various means to break the
shackles. Meera Das was one such woman who adopted a noble way of proving that
a woman too, was capable of pursuing a career of her choice and that no hurdles
could prevent her from doing so.
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Kishore Upanyas Sankalan

Writer — Santosh Kumar Karmakar
Reviewer — Dr.Tapati BaruahKashyap
Publisher — Purbanchal Prakash, 2017
Price - Rs. 650.00

Adolescence is the most formative yet most crucial period of life. The transitional phase in which
youths undergo physical and psychological changes leaves them with many queries about themselves
and the world around. This book tries to make it conducive for the youths to accept this transition. It is a
compilation of novels written for the adolescents presenting stories based on real life issues faced by
them. The characters used in the novels are adolescents which makes it more relatable for the target
readers to internalize and connect.

The collection has a variety of storylines in the novels. In PritivirPorhashaliloi the magic of
science is revealed whereas in AnkareGorhaPrithibit the Fear for mathematics is fought. In “Football
Football” the importance of teamwork patience are highlighted whereas in “DiparPhulani” the mental
agony of adolescents due to abnormal circumstances are addressed.

As per NCERT guidelines of children literature the book comes under the second category i.e. for
children of eight to fourteen years age. He very subtly and sensitively brings the issues of morality,
violence, environment, sexuality etc. onto the table for lucid and effective digestion of the reader of this
vulnerable phase. This book has the potential of addressing the reader of this vulnerable age group in a
very systemic yet comprehensive way.



Green Urban Biodiversity

Writer — Farishta Yasmin and Saurav Kumar Boruah
Reviewer — Pallabi Konwar

Publisher — The Principal, Nowgong College,Nagaon
Price- Rs. 1200.00

In the current race of development the eco-system and environment around us has been
subjected to unimaginable depletion. There are species that have been extinct and endangered to the
extent that in the very near future they will simply be existent only in literature. This book is ahand
forward in documenting species present around us to seize them in time for posterity. FarishtaYasmin
has taken the campus of Nowgong College at the heart of the city of Nagaon as her site for the
endeavour. She has documented the different plants in the campus and marked their evident
ecosystem. The photographic documentation carried out by SauravBoruah has not only supported the
book but enhanced the overall appeal and understanding of it. In understanding local biodiversity and
creating response around the preservation of it this book is an aesthetic as well as effective attempt.

(10.07.2018)

Karmachari

Writer — VP Kale

Translator — Vikrant Pande
Reviewer — Bhaskar Phukan
Publisher — Harper Perennial
Price - Rs. 299.00

This book is a way to look at the society from the lens of the middle class office goer of Mumbai.
The expansion of Mumbai because of geographical and political reasons in a certain linear way and it
being the economic capital of India has endowed it with peculiar lifestyles. The claim of a middle class
person in Mumbai leading a life with very different aspirations and ideologies than the normal Indian
Middle class person is quite convincingly surfaces in the book. It is a collection of stories written by
VasantPurusottam Kale aka VaPu in Marathi translated into English by IIM, Bangalore graduate Vikrant
Pande. The stories reveal dynamics of the lifestyle of Mumbaikars in a verynuanced way. Though it is
mostly set in the seventies Mumbai, it still holds relevance. In stories like Kalpana and Anamik the most
common aspirations of mumbaikars that are owning a roof or owning an expensive resource are very
finely crafted into literature. The lifeline of Mumbai the local train also is used to play important role in
setting up the premises for the experiences shared. It is not only an interesting insight to the society but
also an interesting way of inquiry.



Sprinkle of Expressions

Writer — Geetima Baruah Sarma
Reviewer — Joykanta Sarma
Publisher — Geetima Baruah Sarma
Price - Rs. 160.00

This is collection of poems by GeetimaBaruahSarma most of which have been published in
various magazines, e-journals, newspapers etc. The main muse of the poet comes across as nature and
culture. But there is a variety of themes and tones within that regime. Poems like Night Queen,
harmony,Ode to morning etc. are profoundly simple in linguistic terms but there is a touch of reality
coated philosophy to it. Written mostly in third person there is a conscious attempt to put forward a
bold opinion keeping the personal clichés side-lined. The poems try to keep balance by at one hand
throwing light of hope and at the same time acknowledging the temporality it keeps the reminder to
negativity. The juxtaposition of cheerfulness in melancholy is stimulating. The trick of repetition is
exercised efficiently that gives a sense of timbre. The collection reflects the poet’s compatibility with the
local traditions. Though throughout there is a longing for a beautiful and better world it misses out on
the multiple layering and complexity that is inherent n poetry. The poems stem out from keen
observation and understanding and hence have the ability to reach out to the readers.

Green Urban Biodiversity

Weriter — Farishta Yasmin and Saurav Kumar Boruah
Reviewer — Pallabi Konwar

Publisher — The Principal, Nowgong College, Nagaon
Price- Rs. 1200.00

In the current race of development the eco-system and environment around us has been
subjected to unimaginable depletion. There are species that have been extinct and endangered to the
extent that in the very near future they will simply be existent only in literature. This book is a hand
forward in documenting species present around us to seize them in time for posterity. FarishtaYasmin
has taken the campus of Nowgong College at the heart of the city of Nagaon as her site for the
endeavour. She has documented the different plants in the campus and marked their evident
ecosystem. The photographic documentation carried out by SauravBoruah has not only supported the
book but enhanced the overall appeal and understanding of it. In understanding local biodiversity and
creating response around the preservation of it this book is an aesthetic as well as effective attempt.



